May 10, 2020

8:45 Modern Worship
Countdown.... 5 min

3 min Start at 8:45 with Pre— worship Gathering Raise A Hallelujah
[stop all talk with 1:00 to go show countdown if we can]

Welcome & Announcements- 4 min

Worship is ONLINE only through May 31. All other outside and inside activities of Good
Shepherd will continue to be canceled until conditions change with the exception of Little
Lambs. Church Staff are limited onsite with no desk volunteers during the week but the
phone is checked every hour and the Connector door is open to stop by one at a time to
pick up communion or drop off checks.

At this point most Sunday School classes, along with our small groups and Bible study
groups are online. They now are meeting virtually every week or every other week. If your
Sunday School class or Bible Study is not we invite you to join Pastor Jeremy’ study Find
Hope and Help for Turbulent Times YOU'LL GET THROUGH THIS by Max Lucado starting
this Wednesday Night at 6:30 pm. The link will go up before then.

And continuing this week On Tuesday and Thursday now from 7:00-8:00 pm grab a seat
on our Digital Connection Couch stop by to talk to PJ or ask questions or stop and see who
else is stopping by to stay hi. It is not a class but stay as long as you want to stay then be
on your way. And if you need technical support please contact the church office so our
GSUMC Geek Squad can help.

We LiveStream BOTH our worship services: 8:45 Modern Contemporary and 11:00 Classic
Traditional. Our Livestream is available via Facebook page and please start a Watch party
right now (just click the popcorn basket button) which shares worship with everyone on
your feed. Now is an incredible opportunity to invite your friends to join our online
community and find a place to belong.

Worship is also available at our website belonggsumc.com by clicking the button for
whichever worship you want to watch 8:45 or 11:00. Missed it live? Go to our YouTube
channel where we post all our videos following the live service.
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On YouTube Search for Good Shepherd United Methodist and you can even hit subscribe
or click the bell to be notified when we have new videos. You can even watch on your
ROKU or Smart TV through YouTube. Many of you are doing that already!

Links to everything for worship this morning including worship order, bulletins and hymns
are provided on our website for each service to use as your own worship guide.

Please take a moment to share your prayers with us now and we will acknowledge them
later in the service...Pastor Jeremy

Greeting our Guests and Friends- 5 Min

Welcome everyone! I’'m Jeremy Squires, the Lead Pastor at Good Shepherd. Thank for
joining our online community today both those of you who are part of our Good Shepherd
Community and those who are our guests today for the first time. And those who have
been our guests for a while!

We are adding back Birthdays, Anniversaries, Celebrations and God Sightings! Go ahead
and get yours in...This week it was [show pics]

Davenports are home with Rowan ( Meal Train)

Birthday list...Katie Presley...Virginia Yancey... ..

Go ahead and get out your phone if you don’t have it already or not watching worship on
it. This is how we virtually greet now! And | want you to do a couple of things. | want you
to take a picture or selfie of you or your family worshiping today and post it on your
Facebook page (tag belonggsumc) or send it to PJ (revsquires@thegsumc.com). If you
haven’t taken one then | don’t get to look at you in my virtual community here in the
pews. [Show pics] Here are some pictures we received last week and we have added you
to our virtual community here in the pews...

And then today as we Jesus speaks to the two on the Road to Emmaus. | want you to send
Jesus is present with me and you

And the last thing | want you to do is to grab a candle in your house and light it as we
begin worship...Ok? Go for it...And May the peace of Christ be with you...
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[Give them a minute to do it]

Call to Worship

L: How glorious it is to hear of Jesus’ resurrection.

P: At his death, our hearts cried out and we felt lost.

L: But he comes to us and walks with us, even now.

P: In the holy word, in the music, in the prayers, he is present with us.
L: Open your hearts to the Lord.

P: Lord, help us really be ready to receive you into our lives. AMEN.

Singing Songs of Praise & Worship 11 Min
[Praise team person says encouraging words that lead into 1t song]
This is Amazing Grace
Prayer between songs
Great Are You Lord

Giving God All That We Have-20 min | Will Rise

3 min Prayers- Take Care of Each Other. Take some time to lift your prayer Keep reaching
out to the elderly and those with compromised immune systems and special needs who
are most vulnerable among us to see they are receiving the care that they need. Continue
making sure people know that they are not alone. Text or, better yet, pick up the phone
and let people hear your voice. Send notes of love and encouragement to brighten up
each others days. | enjoy receiving mine. Find ways to keep loving people well. Face first.
Online in the digital hub section of your worship bulletin for today you will find an updated
prayer list. | want to encourage you now to share your praises & prayer request now on
the page or in the YouTube or Facebook comments. You can also text them to me. What
do we have?

Mike, Judi brother passed away on Friday

Prayers- If you are at high risk for COVID-19 (those 60+, underlying medical conditions,
special needs) and are in need of food, medication, or supplies, please let us know.
Please forward their names to Pastor Louise so that she can coordinate our
congregational response through the Congregational Care Team.
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If you are in need of spiritual or emotional support during this time, please reach out to
one of our pastors Pastor Jeremy, Pastor Louise or Pastor Rick. Members of our Prayer
Team are also available although no longer on site. You can contact Shelly McBurney or
Pastor Louise Cole on their mobile numbers which can be found in our directory.

3 min Presence- We are thankful you have chosen to join us today. For our Good
Shepherd folks, you received a text this morning to share your presence with us. Go ahead
and if you haven’t please just respond back with Hi to let us know you are watching. You
candoit right now. If you are watching on Facebook Comment, like or Love and we record
that way too (someone read to me). Or if you watching on our website or YouTube if you
scroll to the bottom of that page there is a comment section. (Someone catch those!) |
love going through all those and | am using them to make contact back during the week.

3 min Financial Gifts-Another part of our covenants together is extravagantly giving out
of the abundance that God has given us. We now come to the time giving in this on-line
worship to encourage and receive our regular tithes, offerings and special gifts from our
members and attenders.

We also offer our on-line guests’ the same opportunity in which to give toward the work
of Good Shepherd but your presence is the gift for us. And you if are a part of another
congregation please give there. There are a number of methods you may utilize for
delivering your gifts, including on-line. | invite you to do it right now along with me in
whatever way works for you. [ show giving sides]

e Button on the website live stream page where you can make a one-time donation
or set up a recurring gift.

o Text giving.

e Set up an automatic bank draft. Contact Davis Taylor

¢ Mail a check to the church or do a drive by a drop off through Connector Door

For those in our Good Shepherd Community you should have received your statement

2 min_Service- Ministry is still happening. We will be continuing to serve in our
community, so keep on the lookout for opportunities to help. We will be ready to meet
the needs of our community as they develop. We will communicate needs via email, social
media and text. We are currently working several different opportunities to support our
essential medical personnel and workers.
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e The Contactless Food Pantry has opened but they don’t seem to need our help...

e Because of Michelle Fields thinking of us we are going to be working with TN
Department of Human Services to provide food all summer at their site at Whitten
Elementary...so those who told me they can help that is going to be our first event
if you are still available then. SFSP (Summer food Service Program) begins when the
school year ends and runs until school resumes. So in a Conference Call with other
Hendersonville pastors they want in too.

e Our COVID Help Fund is off to a good start. Put COVID in memo line.

As the CARES stimulus bill passed is perhaps you are like me wanting that money to go to
those who most need it right now. Maybe more than they will get. One idea | have had is
creating grants of like 50 or 100 dollars perhaps that would be given out as needs arise
that God places in my path or | hear about from you. Wouldn’t that be awesome to be
able to be a blessing to someone else in a way that usually you aren’t able to? Or set
aside part of to do that or take a 10% tithe off it and use that portion or give to the church
for our community help fund.

3 min Witness- New feature Witness Pic of the Week. Dropping food off to the staff.
[Show Pictures]

With the church doors shuttered across America. It is time for us to show that the church
has never been about the building.

2 min Children (3yr-6th) are invited to participate in age appropriate Kidz Worship

Another day of our kids in action during Holy Week...we will have pictures for each day
over the next several weeks...[Show pictures]

Join Stefanie for her video lessons each week along with video calls.

Jared and the youth are on a ZOOM call during SS Class today and Wednesday nights.
Small groups on Tuesday nights. Youth this would be a great time to invite a friend who
could join you for SS Class or Wednesday nights.

Pie Love You

It’s that time of year never fear! It’s the time to thank all of the mothers and women in
your life, whether physical or spiritual mothers! Have you realized Mother’s day is just a
few days away?
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Well, the youth have your back! Now, more than ever, it is important to feel connected
and show our love. You can order a dessert ( an assortment made by Susan, our youth &
parents. and our youth-adult volunteers following proper safety and sanitizing in our
homes)

And get it by either contactless delivery by one of our youth and their parents or by RSVP
contactless pick-up in the Connector. The suggested donation is listed next to the item. If
you want to give more than that as an offering than either give the extra donation in
REALM ( use Youth Fund and memo pie) or include it on your check or cash when you pay
for your pie

However, even if you are unable to give the donation amount but would still like a
delicious dessert, you will not be denied! Please give what you can and you will still see a
smiling youth family dropping off your goodies!

Orders must be placed by Wednesday, May 6th at Midnight. Let the youth serve you!
Order your dessert for Mother’s Day today!

Living Out the Word Mt 28:9-10. Mk 16:9-11, Lk 24:10-11, Jn 20:14-18

Follow along with sermon on the YouVersion Bible Event. Click on the link our website
or Search for Good Shepherd under event under your app on your phone. All the
sermon notes and more information is there to follow along.

25 min Living Out the Word The Unexpected Voice of Jesus:
Jesus speaks to Mary in the Garden PR

3 min Receiving the Invitation of Jesus -

Are you praying Psalm 91 for 91 days? | encourage you to set an alarm at 9:10 am or
9:10 pm or both two times to get right? to join together in using this prayer of
protection to pray for our pandemic.

Lord, thank you for the rest that comes when | choose to live in your shelter.
| declare you alone are my refuge, my place of safety.

You are my God. | trust in you.

| pray you will protect me and my family from Coronavirus.
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| pray you will cover me and shelter me.

| thank you for your faithful promises that remind you will protect me.

Help me not to be afraid of all that | hear and all that | see.

Help me not to dread the virus that is terrorizing our world.

Lord, many are sick and more are fearful and anxious.

| pray protection for me, my family, my church, my community, my city, my state, my
country, my continent, my world.

| pray Lord as | make you my refuge, that no evil will conquer us, nor come near our
home.

| pray for protection by your angels, wherever | go.

Lord, | love you. | trust in you. Please rescue and protect me.

Thank you for answering when | call. Thank you for being with me in trouble.

Thank you for salvation and the hope of Heaven.

Amen.

Gathering at the Table of Emmaus

Invitation
J: During the Easter season the space between heaven and earth
grows thin time and eternity are age old promises prove true
long held hopes become real and we can finally believe
that God’s will might be done on earth as it is in heaven

J: So we gather in our homes to celebrate and remember
in the company of the one who names us and claims us
risen and present not controlled by history

not confined by texts not contained by death

One who has walked alongside us

who has heard our questions and cries

who has offered gentle wisdom

One who invites strangers to be neighbors

and enemies to be friends around this table

J: Christ invites us to this table in our homes
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if you know hunger or thirst
for a deeper faith for a better life for a fairer world
know that you are most welcome here and everywhere.

Institution
R: We remember.
We recall that just as Jesus broke bread
in that upper room with twelve disciples
on the night before he died.
Sitting at a meal table plates and cups,
conversations and jokes friendship and betrayal

R: He broke bread a second time

not in a city temple but in a country pub

not with knowing friends

but with those who thought him a stranger

just as he had done before as a host he offered welcome,
as a master he served making strangers into friends
making a meal into a holy moment

R: So now we do as Jesus did

we drink and eat simple food and drink

yet in these, Jesus himself promises to be present
Christ himself offers to make us whole.

J: Go and get your food ready to go
Thanksgiving

R: And so we gather in thanks to the One who always welcomes us
home to the table from the dawn of Creation

to the Easter sunrise and beyond

Let us be still and know that Christ is present

to save and to serve to guide and to call

to comfort and to heal
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It is difficult in this moment not to be near some of the people we love and might be
worried about. Take a moment and say out loud [or in chat/comments] the names of
people you wish were right there next to you at your table today.

We also want to call to mind the people we cannot name, whose names we do not
know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.

For those who have lost loved ones

For those who are sick and recovering

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home
For those who are caring for persons in medical care

For those who are separated from loved ones

For those who are feeling alone and isolated

For those who are helping and are so very tired

For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort
For those who are afraid

[add other categories that feel right for your context]

[pause and allow people a minute to do so; you may want to add specific names of
people in your community at this moment who are sick]

(a time of silence)

| invite you to take a deep breath on behalf of all those we do not know and cannot call
by name. As we do so, we know that God knows who needs our prayers and the Spirit,
Breath of God, is blowing from within us outward as a Spirit of Compassion and
Presence. [pause to take a couple of deep and audible breaths]

R: For your life which binds our living,

for your love which shapes our giving

for your peace which mends our breaking
for your truth which guides our knowing
We give you thanks-

Creator God, Maker of All,

Holy Lord, Risen One,

Spirit of Life, Bringer of Peace
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And so | invite you to raise with me a plate of “something” on your table, or a glass of
whatever you are drinking, [give folks a moment to do this]and let us bless it in this way,
repeating after me there at home:

J: With this bread that we break and eat
Christ is present with us

With this juice that we pour and drink
Christ is present with us

[Take your comfort foods at home]

R: Let us respond together line by line...
Christ’s food in our souls

Our food shared like his

Christ’s life in our hands

Our lives shaped by his.

Christ’s love in our hearts.

Our love warmed through his.

Christ’s peace on our path.

Our path following his.

Blessing
J: May we be one in Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Amen.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
And the love of God, And the communion of the Holy Spirit
Be with you all. Amen.

Do the song here O Come to The Altar

1 min Words of Encouragement-

May the blessing of God surround us

May angels and friends share our journey
May we be safeguarded, loved and cherished
May we walk on holy ground

10
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May people of faith inspire us

May wisdom and justice empower us
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us

May laughter and courage heal us

May the Gospel of life sustain us

All the days of our journey home

And now may you shelter not only in place, but in peace. May the peace and comfort of
Christ be present with you now and forevermore. Amen.

Soaking in the Spirit of God O Come to The Altar

11
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11:00 Classic Worship

Countdown....
11:00 Introit “For the Beauty of the Earth” UMH 92 (vs 1 & 4)

Welcome and Announcements

Worship is ONLINE only through May 31. All other outside and inside activities of Good
Shepherd will continue to be canceled until conditions change with the exception of Little
Lambs. Church Staff are limited onsite with no desk volunteers during the week but the
phone is checked every hour and the Connector door is open to stop by one at a time to
pick up communion or drop off checks.

At this point most Sunday School classes, along with our small groups and Bible study
groups are online. They now are meeting virtually every week or every other week. If your
Sunday School class or Bible Study is not we invite you to join Pastor Jeremy’ study Find
Hope and Help for Turbulent Times YOU'LL GET THROUGH THIS by Max Lucado starting
this Wednesday Night at 6:30 pm. The link will go up before then.

And continuing this week On Tuesday and Thursday now from 7:00-8:00 pm grab a seat
on our Digital Connection Couch stop by to talk to PJ or ask questions or stop and see who
else is stopping by to stay hi. It is not a class but stay as long as you want to stay then be
on your way. And if you need technical support please contact the church office so our
GSUMC Geek Squad can help.

We LiveStream BOTH our worship services: 8:45 Modern Contemporary and 11:00 Classic
Traditional. Our Livestream is available via Facebook page and please start a Watch party
right now (just click the popcorn basket button) which shares worship with everyone on
your feed. Now is an incredible opportunity to invite your friends to join our online
community and find a place to belong.

Worship is also available at our website belonggsumc.com by clicking the button for
whichever worship you want to watch 8:45 or 11:00. Missed it live? Go to our YouTube
channel where we post all our videos following the live service.

12
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On YouTube Search for Good Shepherd United Methodist and you can even hit subscribe
or click the bell to be notified when we have new videos. You can even watch on your
ROKU or Smart TV through YouTube. Many of you are doing that already!

Links to everything for worship this morning including worship order, bulletins and hymns
are provided on our website for each service to use as your own worship guide.

Please take a moment to share your prayers with us now and we will acknowledge them
later in the service...

Prelude Accompanist
[Please take this time to center yourself for worship this morning]

Bringing in the Light of Christ

Greeting our Guests and Friends-

Welcome everyone! I’'m Jeremy Squires, the Lead Pastor at Good Shepherd. Thank for
joining our online community today both those of you who are part of our Good Shepherd
Community and those who are our guests today for the first time. And those who have
been our guests for a while!

Go ahead and get out your phone if you don’t have it already or not watching worship on
it. This is how we virtually greet now! And | want you to do a couple of things. | want you
to take a picture or selfie of you or your family worshiping today and post it on your
Facebook page (tag belonggsumc) or send it to PJ (revsquires@thegsumc.com). If you
haven’t taken one then | don’t get to look at you in my virtual community here in the
pews. [Show pics] Here are some pictures we received last week and we have added you
to our virtual community here in the pews...

And then today as we Jesus speaks to the two on the Road to Emmaus. | want you to send
Jesus is present with me and you

And the last thing | want you to do is to grab a candle in your house and light it as we
begin worship...0k? Go for it...And May the peace of Christ be with you...

( Sweet, Sweet Spirit) [ Light Candles]

13
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Call to Worship (Responsively) Pastor Jeremy
L: How glorious it is to hear of Jesus’ resurrection.

P: At his death, our hearts cried out and we felt lost.

L: But he comes to us and walks with us, even now.

P: In the holy word, in the music, in the prayers, he is present with us.

L: Open your hearts to the Lord.

P: Lord, help us really be ready to receive you into our lives. AMEN.

*Hymn of Praise “Trust and Obey” UMH 467
Opening Prayer

Loving God, come and speak to our hearts today. May we, like those on the Emmaus
Road, find your words burning with hope in our lives. Strengthen us and give us courage
for the journey ahead. For we pray in Christ’s Name. AMEN.

Joys and Celebrations and Concerns/Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer

We are adding back Birthdays, Anniversaries, Celebrations and God Sightings! Go ahead
and get yours in...This week it was [show pictures]

Davenports are home with Rowan ( Meal Train)

Birthday list...Katie Presley...Virginia Yancey... ..

Giving of God’s Tithes and Offerings

3 min Prayers- Take Care of Each Other. Take some time to lift your prayer Keep reaching
out to the elderly and those with compromised immune systems and special needs who
are most vulnerable among us to see they are receiving the care that they need. Continue
making sure people know that they are not alone. Text or, better yet, pick up the phone
and let people hear your voice. Send notes of love and encouragement to brighten up
each others days. | enjoy receiving mine. Find ways to keep loving people well. Face first.
Online in the digital hub section of your worship bulletin for today you will find an updated
prayer list. | want to encourage you now to share your praises & prayer request now on
the page or in the YouTube or Facebook comments. You can also text them to me. What
do we have?

14
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Mike, Judi brother passed away on Friday

If you are at high risk for COVID-19 (those 60+, underlying medical conditions, special
needs) and are in need of food, medication, or supplies, please let us know. Please
forward their names to Pastor Louise so that she can coordinate our congregational
response through the Congregational Care Team.

If you are in need of spiritual or emotional support during this time, please reach out to
one of our pastors Pastor Jeremy, Pastor Louise or Pastor Rick. Members of our Prayer
Team are also available although no longer on site. You can contact Shelly McBurney or
Pastor Louise Cole on their mobile numbers which can be found in our directory.

3 min Presence- We are thankful you have chosen to join us today. For our Good
Shepherd folks, you received a text this morning to share your presence with us. Go ahead
and if you haven’t please just respond back with Hi to let us know you are watching. You
can doit right now. If you are watching on Facebook Comment, like or Love and we record
that way too (someone read to me). Or if you watching on our website or YouTube if you
scroll to the bottom of that page there is a comment section. (Someone catch those!) |
love going through all those and | am using them to make contact back during the week.

3 min Financial Gifts-Another part of our covenants together is extravagantly giving out
of the abundance that God has given us. We now come to the time giving in this on-line
worship to encourage and receive our regular tithes, offerings and special gifts from our
members and attenders.

We also offer our on-line guests’ the same opportunity in which to give toward the work
of Good Shepherd but your presence is the gift for us. And you if are a part of another
congregation please give there. There are a number of methods you may utilize for
delivering your gifts, including on-line. | invite you to do it right now along with me in
whatever way works for you. [ show giving sides]

e Button on the website live stream page where you can make a one-time donation
or set up a recurring gift.

e Text giving.

e Set up an automatic bank draft. Contact Davis Taylor

¢ Mail a check to the church or do a drive by a drop off through Connector Door

For those in our Good Shepherd Community you should have received your statement

15
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2 min_Service- Ministry is still happening. We will be continuing to serve in our
community, so keep on the lookout for opportunities to help. We will be ready to meet
the needs of our community as they develop. We will communicate needs via email, social
media and text. We are currently working several different opportunities to support our
essential medical personnel and workers.

e The Contactless Food Pantry has opened but they don’t seem to need our help...

e Because of Michelle Fields thinking of us we are going to be working with TN
Department of Human Services to provide food all summer at their site at Whitten
Elementary...so those who told me they can help that is going to be our first event
if you are still available then. SFSP (Summer food Service Program) begins when the
school year ends and runs until school resumes. So in a Conference Call with other
Hendersonville pastors they want in too.

e QOur COVID Help Fund is off to a good start. Put COVID in memo line.

As the CARES stimulus bill passed is perhaps you are like me wanting that money to go to
those who most need it right now. Maybe more than they will get. One idea | have had is
creating grants of like 50 or 100 dollars perhaps that would be given out as needs arise
that God places in my path or | hear about from you. Wouldn’t that be awesome to be
able to be a blessing to someone else in a way that usually you aren’t able to? Or set
aside part of to do that or take a 10% tithe off it and use that portion or give to the church
for our community help fund.

3 min Witness- New feature Witness Pic of the Week. Dropping food off to the staff.
[Show Pictures]

With the church doors shuttered across America. It is time for us to show that the
church has never been about the building.

Offertory Accompanist
*Doxology 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below;

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

16
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Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial.

2 min Children (3yr-6th) are invited to participate in age appropriate Kidz Worship

Another day of our kids in action during Holy Week...we will have pictures for each day
over the next several weeks...[Show pictures]

Join Stefanie for her video lessons each week along with video calls.

Jared and the youth are on a ZOOM call during SS Class today and Wednesday nights.
Small groups on Tuesday nights. Youth this would be a great time to invite a friend who
could join you for SS Class or Wednesday nights.

Pie Love You

It’s that time of year never fear! It’s the time to thank all of the mothers and women in
your life, whether physical or spiritual mothers! Have you realized Mother’s day is just a
few days away?

Well, the youth have your back! Now, more than ever, it is important to feel connected
and show our love. You can order a dessert ( an assortment made by Susan, our youth &
parents. and our youth-adult volunteers following proper safety and sanitizing in our
homes)

And get it by either contactless delivery by one of our youth and their parents or by RSVP
contactless pick-up in the Connector. The suggested donation is listed next to the item. If
you want to give more than that as an offering than either give the extra donation in
REALM ( use Youth Fund and memo pie) or include it on your check or cash when you pay
for your pie

However, even if you are unable to give the donation amount but would still like a
delicious dessert, you will not be denied! Please give what you can and you will still see a
smiling youth family dropping off your goodies!

Orders must be placed by Wednesday, May 6th at Midnight. Let the youth serve you!
Order your dessert for Mother’s Day today!

The Voice of Scripture Mt 28:9-10. Mk 16:9-11, Lk 24:10-11, Jn 20:14-18
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Follow along with sermon on the YouVersion Bible Event. Click on the link our website
or Search for Good Shepherd under event under your app on your phone. All the
sermon notes and more information is there to follow along.

Living Out the Word When Jesus Speaks: The Unexpected Voice of Jesus:
Jesus speaks to Mary in the Garden Rev. Jeremy Squires

Receiving the Invitation of Jesus —

Are you praying Psalm 91 for 91 days? | encourage you to set an alarm at 9:10 am or
9:10 pm or both to join together in using this prayer of protection to pray for our
pandemic.

Lord, thank you for the rest that comes when | choose to live in your shelter.

| declare you alone are my refuge, my place of safety.

You are my God.

| trust in you.

| pray you will protect me and my family from Coronavirus.

| pray you will cover me and shelter me.

| thank you for your faithful promises that remind you will protect me.

Help me not to be afraid of all that | hear and all that | see.

Help me not to dread the virus that is terrorizing our world.

Lord, many are sick and more are fearful and anxious.

| pray protection for me, my family, my church, my community, my city, my state, my
country, my continent, my world.

| pray Lord as | make you my refuge, that no evil will conquer us, nor come near our
home.

| pray for protection by your angels, wherever | go.

Lord, | love you. | trust in you. Please rescue and protect me.

Thank you for answering when | call. Thank you for being with me in trouble.

Thank you for salvation and the hope of Heaven.

Amen.

Gathering at the Table of Emmaus

Invitation
J: During the Easter season the space between heaven and earth
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grows thin time and eternity are age old promises prove true
long held hopes become real and we can finally believe
that God’s will might be done on earth as it is in heaven

J: So we gather in our homes to celebrate and remember
in the company of the one who names us and claims us
risen and present not controlled by history

not confined by texts not contained by death

One who has walked alongside us

who has heard our questions and cries

who has offered gentle wisdom

One who invites strangers to be neighbors

and enemies to be friends around this table

J: Christ invites us to this table in our homes

if you know hunger or thirst

for a deeper faith for a better life for a fairer world
know that you are most welcome here and everywhere.

Institution
R: We remember.
We recall that just as Jesus broke bread
in that upper room with twelve disciples
on the night before he died.
Sitting at a meal table plates and cups,
conversations and jokes friendship and betrayal

R: He broke bread a second time

not in a city temple but in a country pub

not with knowing friends

but with those who thought him a stranger

just as he had done before as a host he offered welcome,
as a master he served making strangers into friends
making a meal into a holy moment
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R: So now we do as Jesus did

we drink and eat simple food and drink

yet in these, Jesus himself promises to be present
Christ himself offers to make us whole.

J: Go and get your food ready to go
Thanksgiving
R: And so we gather in thanks to the One who always welcomes us
home to the table from the dawn of Creation
to the Easter sunrise and beyond
Let us be still and know that Christ is present
to save and to serve to guide and to call
to comfort and to heal

It is difficult in this moment not to be near some of the people we love and might be
worried about. Take a moment and say out loud [or in chat/comments] the names of
people you wish were right there next to you at your table today.

We also want to call to mind the people we cannot name, whose names we do not
know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.

For those who have lost loved ones

For those who are sick and recovering

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home
For those who are caring for persons in medical care

For those who are separated from loved ones

For those who are feeling alone and isolated

For those who are helping and are so very tired

For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort
For those who are afraid

[add other categories that feel right for your context]

[pause and allow people a minute to do so; you may want to add specific names of
people in your community at this moment who are sick]

(a time of silence)
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| invite you to take a deep breath on behalf of all those we do not know and cannot call
by name. As we do so, we know that God knows who needs our prayers and the Spirit,
Breath of God, is blowing from within us outward as a Spirit of Compassion and
Presence. [pause to take a couple of deep and audible breaths]

R: For your life which binds our living,

for your love which shapes our giving

for your peace which mends our breaking
for your truth which guides our knowing
We give you thanks-

Creator God, Maker of All,

Holy Lord, Risen One,

Spirit of Life, Bringer of Peace

And so | invite you to raise with me a plate of “something” on your table, or a glass of
whatever you are drinking, [give folks a moment to do this]and let us bless it in this way,
repeating after me there at home:

J: With this bread that we break and eat
Christ is present with us

With this juice that we pour and drink
Christ is present with us

[Take your comfort foods at home]

R: Let us respond together line by line
Christ’s food in our souls

Our food shared like his

Christ’s life in our hands

Our lives shaped by his.

Christ’s love in our hearts.

Our love warmed through his.
Christ’s peace on our path.

Our path following his.
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Blessing
J: May we be one in Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Amen.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
And the love of God, And the communion of the Holy Spirit
Be with you all. Amen.

Hymn of Commitment “In the Garden” UMH 314
1 min *Benediction/ Words of Encouragement-

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be safeguarded, loved and cherished
May we walk on holy ground

May people of faith inspire us

May wisdom and justice empower us
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us

May laughter and courage heal us

May the Gospel of life sustain us

All the days of our journey home

And now may you shelter not only in place, but in peace. May the peace and comfort of
Christ be present with you now and forevermore. Amen.

Taking the Light of Christ into the World/Postlude
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